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Diego. And I wank to express oy concern and belief that
this document, the Imperial Irrigation District Water
Congervation and branafer project draft, Habitat
Conservation Plan and draft BIR/BIS is incomplete and
inadequate.

hAs a mnew reasident I want to commend the afforts
that our public agencies are taking in putting forth the

sacure, adequate and reliable water supply. I bathe in

that water. I drink that water. I cook with that water.

Howevar, I believe that any transfear must not cause
irreparable harm to our enviromment.

And, theresfora, the plan must adegquataly sngura
that there is no irreparable harm to the Salton Sea, whi
is a nationally significant wildlife habitat. It needs
ensure that the water supply and the water quality of th

Ealton Sea is managed in order to kesp the sea viablae.

ch

to

And

it needs te ensure that the water level cof the Salton Sea is

managed so that it does not irreparably impact local health,

air guality, recraacion use and wildlife bhensafics.
Regarding San Diego, I believe that the plan is
inadequate in that it finds there's no growth inducing
impacts. This is imcorreck. The water provided by the
cranafar is & raliable and pecura source that San Diego
nok ¢urrantly have. And second, bhe wabker would create

increased supply and potential surplus over kaoday's San
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Response to Comment P2-73

Comment noted.

Response to Comment P2-74
Please refer to the Master Response on Other-Growth Inducement
Analysis in Section 3 of this Final EIR/EIS.
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Diege's current needs.

The plan is inadequate in that it does not address
the resulting growth inducing impacte ae hag been stated by
othere, and I beliewve it fails to seize the opportunity ta
uge this eransfer to promote smart growth, which is a goal
that ig highly olaimed by local govermments and the regiono.

Finally, the EIR/EIS and HCF plan <does not
adecuately address water conservation and recycling
alternatives. And in eonclusion, it is oy belisf that this
documant is not yeat camplete, not yet adeguate and it misses
a major opportunity and need to protect ocur environment and
noact pocietal neads.

Thank you.

M3. CARD: Thank you. Peter Maclaggan. Then
Lawrence Anderson.

ME. MACLAGGAN: Thank you. Good evening. My name
is Peter Maclaggan. I'm here tonight representing the San
piege Reglonal Chamber of Congress. The Chamber represents
3200 members from the business community. They drive a
diverse annual economy in the San Diege regicn of over 120
billion dellars.

I'm the curzent chair of gur water committee. And
tha water committes, we congider and address a wide range of
issues related to water supply, relilabllicy of water supply,

cost and integrity of San Diege supply that supports ocur

43
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Response to Comment P2-75
Please refer to the Master Response on Other/J Desalination in
SDWCA Service Area and Comments Calling for Increased
Conservation in Section 3 of this Final EIR/EIS.

Response to Comment P2-76
Without a specific reference to a part of the Draft EIR/EIS, this
comment is too general to respond to. Comment noted.

Response to Comment P2-77

Comment noted.
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Boonomy .

The perisd of kime from 1989 to 1992, the enkire
state of California was forced to contend with a horrendous
drought. We had a full Colerado Riwver aqueduct at that
tima. Sa, we had all of cur Celarads supplies -- during the
drought, sur supplies for nerthern Califernia diminiched to
z8ro At one point from the state water project.

Our business commanity, cur local residents ware
forced to contend with 30 percent cutbacks in wakter supply,
which had a devastating impact on the aconomy.

At that point and since that tine, the Chamber has
vownd te work alosaly with the County Water huthority, ito
manbar agenciss to make surs thAt we naver put ourselves in
this situation again.

The business community is committed to taking the
steps necessary to eansure thakt we continue to have adequatbe
supply -- scurcas of supply to suskain and grew the locsal
esconomy .  We have locked it and supported and endorsed a
rumber of strategic investments in water supply. including
water conservation, water reclamation, water transfera and
an emergency water salimation program for San Diege County.

I just want to highlight what has been accomplished
with one of these tocols. Tha water congervaktion program
that has been implemented by the San Dlego County Water

huthority and its menber agencies as what we view as a
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cutting edge program.

It is addressing municipal uses, both residential
and induskrial. There are commercial program and thare are
agricul ture pragrams that are the most sophisticated and the
most elaborate anywhere you will find in the woasld and
particularly in this region within which the huthoriby
cperates with ice retail agencies.

hg a result of these efforts, there have been
numersus awards thak hawe been given te the Water Ruthority
and its members for these efforts. But as a result of these
effarta, the demand for imported water today in San Diego
Counky is the samo ac it was in 1989 before the drought
hagan. Y&t we have five hundred thousand more people in the
region.

8o, to suggest that San Diege Ceounty is nest doing
its job ko develep alternative supplies and ko conserve the
avallable rescurces, I think, iz nok an acourats nor fair
statement at this peint in time.

For the business prospective, we ares concerned
about the certainty and the reliability of the Calorada
River supply specific issues that you are looking at with
respect te the EIR/EIS. For the last two decades, Colorado
River aqueduct that merves southarn California has fun chalk
full.

And we are concerned that the ability to keep thakt
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agqueduct full im che future is in jeopardy. It is in

jecpardy because states of Arizona and Nevada are now taking

their full allotments from the River. The availability of

surplus flows ia in jecpardy on the river and Califeornia is

being required to live within iee entlitlament on the river.

Bo, why are we here today? Wo are here today to

congider a water transfer program that ie che cornerstone

and a erucial element of California's efforts to reduce its

usa of the Calorads Fiver te 4.4 million acre-feat.

Sinca 19%6, the Chambar has supported che Autherity

and Imperial Irrigation District effarts ko bring this

veluntary transfer program to a4 reality. We continue te

support the accomplishments of the water transfar progoam

and other QEA programs as a means of ensuring the cartainty

and reliability of the Coloradoe River supply serving

southearn California and ite thriving eccnomy that depends on

thora suppliaa.

I'm & lictle puzeled Ly somes of the comments I have

heard here this evening with respect to growth inducement.

The agueduct that comes ower from the Colorads River, Laka

Havasu to serve ssuthern Califernia has a finite capacity.

It is running full today.

anymora water in it.

It is chalk full. You can't put

6, I'm not quice sure how this progran is going to

cause additional growth in the region. From my prospective,

HAHMN & BOWERSOCE {BDOD)

52

EE0-3187 (714) &&2-139E Fax

‘ Return to Contents

Letter - P2
Page 52

5-1158



P2-77

1o

11

1a

13

14

15

1§

17

15

0

i1

z3

13

i4

5

when you are analyzing the issve of growth inducemsnt and

the EIR and the BIS and the environment impacts assocciated

with the project, it is impeortant to recognize that this is

not an additional supply to support the growth in the region

and the economy. What it is is two hundred thousand

agre-feet of water that San Diego will realiza and water

tranafers chatc is marely & substitute for the supply ThAt we

are already receiving and we have bean receiwving for

dacadas.

The chamber balieves that the transfer is crucial

to our regicon's future.

We urge IID, we urge the U. 5.

Bureau of Reclamation, and the Ban Diego County Wakter

huthority to advance the propesed transfer te accomplish the

project purpeses, needs and objectives spaelled cut in the

EIR and EIS. Specifically for IID, we support conservation

of water, transfer to San
Eransactisn that prevides
Valley.

The chamber will

combination of methods of

Diago under market based

aconamic stimilus Bo the Tmparial

suppork any methad, any

congervakion ke gek the job done

as long as they enjoy the supperk of the affective

congtituencies. Por the Authority,

we support acquisition

of an independent alternative long-term supply that provides

drought protection,: increased rellsbilicy, diversifies the

available sources of supply and reduces the concurrent
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dependence on a single source of imported water and

establishes a stabilized competitive price for a significant

portion af that supply.

And clearly for the Bureau. we suppert their

efforts to assist Californmia in reaching 4.4 millien

acra-feet. With that, thank you for the opportunity to

commant on the drafr document and I appréciace your efforts.

ME. CARD: ‘Thank you. La

Bond. Then William A&. Watkins.

wrence Anderson? James

ME. BOND: Good evening and thank you very much for

the oppertunity to address this group. I hadn't really

intended to speak this evening --

=y name ia James Bond -

but after hearing some of the testimony, I thought it would

ba important to make some cbeervationa for the record.

I base those observations as I'm a member of the

State of California Colorado River Board. I sit on the San

Diaga County Watmr Authority Board of Dirmctors, on tha Samn

Diegite Water Board of Direcktors, and I'm the Depubty Mayor

af the city of Encinitas.

I share that with you only aso

that you know that is the basis upon which I draw these

cbservations that I would like to share with you.

And some of the concerns I have ie that we truly

naed to compare and contrazk some of the comments and

statements that come before us tonight. The first one that

I would comment om ia growth inducing.
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Quite frankly, unless folks who like myself are
long in the tooth have the courtesy to die a lot younger and
wa arae willing to step baving children, we are going te have
growth. There's ample scientific evidence to say that we
are not going te shrink as & populaktion. Growth ia going te
coewr. Growth is going te ocour.

The pecond piece that concerns me is the
environmental -- I think we are talking abouk the scosystams
and repair and maintenance of the scosystem for the Salton
Sea. And I think wa hawva got literally milliones of years of
racord to show that the Salton Sea im its moat natural atake
raally osught to be a DJalton aink. Hot a Jalton Jea, but a
Salton sink.

It was horn from a mistake in 1905. This is all
information people krow and it's been sustained with 1.3
million acre-feet of largely agriculture run-off, high in
malk, molide and minarals. Tt was mantioned aarliar this
transfer is not really an increase of new water.

There is no new wet water headed towards the west
coast from the Imperial valley. It is a redistribution of
water there. Indeed, we will ba -- wa will ba drawing about
gix to elght hundred theousand acre-feet less water here.

Fo, the grewkh inducing part of that just ip net real.
The way to redistribute that water in a way that is

equitable and Eair tc all seems to be with a willing buyer,

55
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willing seller. The west coast has some funds and the
ability te pay for the water. The Imperial Valley has the
ability ko conserve and do whatewver they can to release some
of that water toe the west coast. So, we help both
economies.

The analogy of the Owens Valley comparisen to the
Salton Sea I find troubling as well. Simply because the
Cwens Valley was a huge fresh water, you know, origin
aupply. This has not bean one. This has been a —-
alternately a sea in a sink for millions of yeazs.

We vacationed, as many of yoo hava, in tha Ukah
area in the Gresat Salt Lakea. In fact, I did that om a
makoreycle when I was a liktle younger. Buk my wife waz on
the back and we went past the Salt Lake and it was replebe
with lote of wildlife.

Darwin, I beliava, would be apirning in his grawve
Es Ehink that we weuld net svelve and changs as an scosyten
as the environment changes. We almost have to ferget all of
that which he tried to teach us if we are to say that this
mist atop.

Bacausze right now, I do think there's a flaw in sur
analysis of what's environmentally sound in that we take a
snapohot in time and we say thio ios natural. Hewver mind
what happened millions of years before that. This right now

is natural and we want to preserve that natural state.

1]
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So, I would jusec say that, pleass, do consider
compare and conkrast someé of these chservations. I think
Comment noted.
that the transfer is worthwhile and it is beneficial to all
concezned and hopefully it will go forward and I do believe
the BIR has addressed all tha keay points.

Thank you.

M5. CARD: Thank you. Willdiam A. Watkins. Then
Lawrence Anderson.

MR. WATRKINS: Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen.
Thie is only my second tima to be here. I waa here for the
first time on the l4th and cne thing that I noticed was one
of the propoesitiona to bring the wakbter over was through
Mexico and there was to be & --

MS. CARD: Excuse oe, sir. Excuse me. Could you,
please, speak up a little closer to the microphone.

MR. WATKIHS: Is that bettex?

M. CARD: Tha court raportar is hawving a hard tima
hearing you.

MF. WATEINS: This is my second time hare. And on
the 14th I was here and I was remembering thakt one of the
opportunities to bring water over was through Maxice, And
at that time, I recall them talking abouk the fact thak £f
that were o be Erue, Mexico would have the hand on the tap,
that is, they would have cthe opportunity for the firsc uwee

of the water.
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